
ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 
ESSAY COMPETITION 2007-2008 

Class A  Ages 16 - 18 as of 31 December, 2007 
Class B  Ages 14 - 15 as of 31 December, 2007 
Class C  Ages 12 - 13 as of 31 December, 2007 
Class D  Under 12 years as of 31 December, 2007 
 

BRITISH COLUMBIA PRIZES 
Essays must be “received” (not postmarked) by Friday, 25 January, 2008 

Class A First $500 Ingrid Frederickson Memorial Prize plus $500 MacMillan Bursary (see note*) 

 Second 350 Basil and Dorette Cooke Prize 

    

Class B First $400 Evelyn Lett Prize 

 Second 250 Louise Scheffer Prize 

    

Class C First $300 Kewal Khosla Prize 

 Second 200  

 Third 125  

    

Class D First $150 Joyce Basham Prize 

 Second 100  

 Third 75  

Diplomas are also issued for creditable performance.  
If the winner in any of the four Classes wrote on the Commonwealth topic # 6, she/he will receive a further prize of $100.  
*Note on MacMillan Bursary: This bursary, supplemented through the kind generosity of Mrs. Gordon Southam, is awarded to the 
top student in Class A who is proceeding to university or Junior college and will be paid to that institution on behalf of the student. 

All the above prizes are awarded by the British Columbia branch of the Society.  
IN ADDITION, all essays graded A or B are submitted to London and are eligible  
for prizes in the Commonwealth-wide competition, with the awards shown below.  

COMMONWEALTH-WIDE PRIZES (LONDON) 

Class A First £600  

 Second 300  Stephen Kemp Memorial 

 Third 100  British Council Association Prize 

 Fourth 100  Margaret Best Endowment 

    

Class B First £350  

 Second 150  Sheila Ramsay Lochhead Memorial 

 Third 100  Cambridge University Commonwealth Society 

 Fourth 100  

    

Class C First £250  Bob and Betty Thorp Prize 

 Second 150  

 Third 100  

 Fourth 100  

    

Class D First £150  

 Second 120  

 Third 100  

 Fourth 100  

SPECIAL PRIZES (Sir Alwyn Ezra Endowment) of £100 are available in each class for a disabled entrant. 



ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY ESSAY COMPETITION 
COMPETITION RULES:  2007 - 2008 

1. Essays are not to exceed the specified maximum number of words.  

2. All essays must be written in English and must be submitted and certified through the writer’s school, college or youth organization.   

3. No entrant may submit more than one essay.  Entrants must write on one topic only.  

4. Each essay must be accompanied by a copy of the prescribed standard form headed “Entry Particulars’, which must be checked and 

certified by the principal of the school. (The schools should duplicate the necessary number of copies of the form, which is printed on 

the back page of this leaflet.) Please use legible BLOCK LETTERS.  

5. Essays are liable for disqualification on the following criteria:  the essay is not certified; no date of birth is given; the essay writer is too 

old for the class entered; the essay is too long or short in relation to the specified word count.  

6. FOUR is the maximum number of essays that any school may submit in each age Class; if the number is exceeded, all the entries in 

that Class will normally be disqualified.  Accordingly, it is important that the number of entries be coordinated in the Principal’s office.   
Essays submitted by organizations, Scouts, Cadets, Home Schoolers etc. should be emailed to rcsec@shaw.ca  

7. Essays submitted by mail or courier must be written or typed on standard 8 1/2 x 11 inch (21.5 x 28 cm) paper (not 8 1/2 x 14 inch) 

leaving a 1 - 1 1/2 inch (3 – 4 cm) margin on the left side.  The writer’s name, the title of the essay and the topic number must be given 

at the top of the first page.  The “Entry Particulars” sheet must be attached and all pages must be securely fastened together.  Folders 

should not he used unless the use of supporting illustrations make this essential.  The word count must be given and the certification by 

the Principal must be complete.  

8. Deadline for B.C. entrants is Friday, 25 January, 2008.  Essays must have been RECEIVED by this date either by mail or courier, 

addressed to Dave Carter, 2313 Vista Court, Coquitlam, B.C., V3J 6W2 or emailed to rcsec@shaw.ca  Emailed essays should be sent in 

Microsoft Word (.doc format) and should be the same size as essays sent by mail or courier.  Essays may not be faxed. 

9. All essays become the property of the Society, with the right to publish, and cannot be returned to the writers. 

10. The top essays, considered as an A or B as decided by the B.C. markers, will be sent to London to be judged independently in the 

Commonwealth-wide competition. 

11. The winning essays from 2006-2007 may be downloaded by following the links at the Royal Commonwealth Society web site: 

www.rcsint.org 

12. Any questions or clarifications concerning this contest should be emailed to rcsec@shaw.ca 

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 

1. The writers of essays may be advised on preliminary planning and on source material but no further help should he given by teachers or 

families.  It is the essence of the competition that the essays are the sole effort of the writer and they should not be composed or 

corrected by any person other than the writer. 

2. Entrants should be encouraged, where appropriate, to read suitable books and articles and make use of the Internet by way of 

preparation.  However, the examiners will not be impressed by the mere reproduction of sources without original input of thought, 

judgement and imagination.  At the end of the essay, a list of books and other sources consulted must be given.  When quotations are 

given, a marginal note or footnote must be used to identify the quotation.  Failure to document sources will be penalized.  

3. The examiners require essays not only to be relevant to the topic but also to cover all its aspects.  A number of otherwise good efforts 

fail because the writer has not answered fully what the wording of the question calls for.  Teachers may help by emphasizing this point.  

4. In all Classes, the examiners expect competent use of English, including a good standard of spelling and punctuation, as well as neat 

presentation and legible handwriting or word processing.  Entrants should be reminded that the care with which they present their work 

will be taken into account by the examiners when judging their essays. 

5. In the senior Classes, A and B, the examiners look for originality and flair linked to sound academic standards.  They expect to see 

evidence of the coherent planning of an essay and they look for the sound marshalling of thoughts and facts, leading to appropriate 

conclusions.  

6. The examiners in the junior Classes, C and D, understand that children in these age groups do not write essays in the sense that their 

seniors do, so considerable scope is allowed for creative work, provided that it deals with the topic.  Imagination and originality are 

important, along with good presentation, including the use of original illustrations, but pictures cut from magazines and brochures do 

not get much credit unless their inclusion is particularly appropriate.  



COMMONWEALTH ESSAY COMPETITION  
ESSAY TOPICS 2007 - 2008  

CLASS A  Born 1989 - 1991 1500 - 2000 words 

All questions can be answered by writing an essay or story which explores the topic in an interesting and relevant way.  

 

1. EITHER tell us about your favourite book OR your favourite place AND what it means to you. 

2. Why decorate? 

3. Is the world becoming tribal or global? 

4. EITHER Let me tell you a story…“This is how it all began…” OR…”Fifty years from now… 

5. Refugees. 

6. The Commonwealth Question (see bottom of page)  

 

CLASS B Born 1992 - 1993  1200 - 1500 words 

All questions can be answered by writing an essay or a story which explores the topic in an interesting and relevant way.  

 

1. “You have to have a dream or you go nowhere.”  (Kofi Annan) 

2. An inter-galactic market research company is canvassing opinions on whether Planet Earth is suitable material for “first contact”.  What 

do you think? 

3. What advice would you give to a family with teenagers? 

4. EITHER “This is where I live” OR “These are the things which make me who I am”. 

5. Blue   

6. The Commonwealth Question (see bottom of page)  

 

CLASS C  Born 1994 - 1995  500 - 700 words 

 

1. Write a story or an account starting, “Now when I was your age…” 

2. Write a review of a favourite book, film, exhibition or piece of drama.  Make sure you discuss why you liked it and why you think other 

people would too. 

3. What single change would most improve life in your community?  Explain why. 

4. Write a story which includes a song and a secret. 

5. Imagine what it would be like to live for a whole day relying primarily on just ONE of your five senses. 

6. The Commonwealth Question (see bottom of page) 

 

CLASS D  Born 1996 or later  300 - 600 words 

 

1. Write a story or a poem entitled EITHER “The Storm” OR “The Ring”. 

2. If you were given three special powers, what would they be and how would you use them? 

3. Strange happenings at the market. 

4. My best friend. 

5. You wake up one morning as the family pet.  Describe your day. 

6. The Commonwealth Question (see bottom of page)  

COMMONWEALTH QUESTION   

The theme for Commonwealth Day 2008 is “The Environment:  Our Future”.  Discuss the likely impact of climate change as you know it.  

What is to be done? 


